Little Elm ISD Bands
Private Lesson Guidelines
Cost: 

$16 per *half-hour, Band Booster Scholarship is available upon request and approval. See attached form.

Agreement:
This is an agreement between Band Director, Private Teacher, Parent, and Student for a minimum of one

*half-hour lesson once a week. 

Payment:
Month-in-advance paid by the 1st. Paid cancellations can either be forwarded to the next month or taught 

off in make-up lessons arranged between the private teacher and parent/student. Refunds are not possible.

Cancellations:
Cancellations must be reasonably prearranged and thoroughly communicated otherwise they are charge the above 

agreed upon rate. Lessons will continue till the end of the season/semester (Dec/May/Aug) unless otherwise 

arranged with the private teacher.


Suggested Cancellation Considerations:

District Calendar: 

Holidays, TAKS testing, Inclement Weather

School Calendar: 


Sports events, Field Trips, Benchmark/EOC testing, 

Band Calendar: 


Concerts/Contests & Rehearsals, Band Trips, 

Student/Parent Calendar: 

Consider each student’s private calendar.

Private Teacher Calendar: 

Consider each teacher’s private calendar.

Materials:
INSTRUMENT: Take care of maintenance issues before the lesson if possible. Private teachers are not always well 

versed in instrument repair. REEDS: It is the responsibility of the parent to make sure students always have 

unbroken reeds. Discuss brand and quality with each teacher. VALVE OIL/CORK GREASE: Maintain valves & 

corks before the lesson so they are functioning for the lesson. PENCIL/METRONOME/TUNER: Essential tools 

for any musician. BOOKS: Private instruction is more specific than the group instruction during band class, 

therefore different books may be essential tools for private lesson progress. Discuss with each teacher.

Practicing
Private lessons are not practice time. You are paying to receive specialized information to be utilized on a daily 

basis. It is the parent’s responsibility to encourage the student to put that information into daily practice. Practice is 

considered homework. 

Suggested Daily “Homework” Practice format:



2-5 minutes: Warm Up



5-10 minutes: Scales and/or Private Lesson Method Books



10-15 minutes: Region Music and/or Solo/Ensemble



10-15 minutes: Concert Music (this music is rehearsed on a daily basis in band class

Preparedness
Practice daily and always have materials for lesson. A student who is consistently unprepared may lose Band 

Booster scholarship opportunities and may be denied lessons. However, it is everyone’s intention to improve the 

student’s confidence, motivation, practice habits, and instrumental ability. Talk with your private teacher at least on 

a monthly basis to be sure everyone has the same goal of progress. 

Parent

Communication! Reply to phone calls and emails in a timely manner. It is a private teacher’s responsibility to 

Responsibilities 
inform parents of payment issues, student progress, and necessary parent/student conversations on preparedness, 

discipline progress, and success. This is a team effort amongst all participating members of this contract. Failure on 

the parent’s part to communicate only results in lower quality of student advancement.
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